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ACTS XX. 35. the latter part of the Verſe. 


And to remember thy works of the Lord iſm, bow be ſaid, 
I s leſſed to give, thay to receive, 


HESE Wordsſtand ina very remarkable Place: 
being the 1% of that moſt Solemn and Pathetical 

Charge, which St. Paul gave to the Elders, ver. 17. 
or, as they afterwards ſtil'd Biſhops of the Church of 
Aſia, ver. 28. whom he had called together to him, at 
Miletus, when he was juſt about to depart from them 


to Jeruſalem, and they were never to ſee bu Face more. 


v. 22. 25. And, as we have great Reaſon to believe, that 
every thing, which he mention'd in this his loft Charge, 
and to Perſons of ſuch Eminence in the Church, was 
of more than ordinary Moment and Importance, fo 
more eſpecially have we to believe thus of the Words of 
my Text becauſe with theſe he concludes, and as it were 
Crowns, the whole. 5 
e in diſcourſing upon theſe Words, I 

I aſter having firſt enquix d into the true Meaning 
of them, and then made good the Aſertion laid down 
in them, ſhew the neceſh ty of our remembring them, 
or habitually bearing them in our Minds. And, 
becauſe theſe Words were delivet d by St. Paul, to the 
Minifters of the Goſpel; as more particularly and eſpeei- 


4 concerning them, | ſhall very briefly put you in 


mind of the more eſpecial Obligations, that lye upon a 


ſuch, to remember theſe Words of our Bleſſed Saviour. 


3 on TE oat? | 
to by what way, moſt pr y, Sto Paal came to 
his Knowledge of theſe rdf of our Saviour ; which he 
ſeems plainly here to mention, not as an Inference of 
his own, drawn from our Saviour's ſeveral Diſcourſes, 


in Commendation of Giying, recorded in Scri bot 


* * 2 06 
but as the very expreſs Words of our Lord himſelf, For 


5 that he did not come to the Knowledge ot theſe Words 
by the ordinary way of the Relation of others, who ha 

conversd with our Saviour, and heard theſe Words 

| from his Mouth, is highly probable : Becauſe we find 

| that there is not the leaſt mention made of theſe words, 

E by any of the Four Evangeliſt:; and yet it is hardly to 

be ſuppog'd, either that they ſhould all have thus en- 


(4 tirely omitted them ( eſpecially conſidering the Re- 
1 markableneis of the Words themſelves) it they had 
7. knoum and remembred any thing of them, or that they 
H ſhould all have been ignorant and forgerful of them, if 
t they had been remembred by any other of our Saviour's 
n Diſciples; for theſe, no doubt, frequently communi- 
> cated to each other all, that they remember'd, of our 


rt | Lord's more remarkable Sayings, and conſequently ſuch 
muſt have been well known and remember'd among(t 
s | - them. Bur there is great Reaſon to believe, that St. 
Paul came to the Knowledge of theſe Words of our Sa- 


0 
7 viour, by an extraordinary way, viz. by an immediate 
e | Revelation of them, as of ſeveral other things, from 
Heaven, to him. And this indeed gives us a very 
I good Account, why our Blefſed Lord permitred his 
7 vangeliſts to leave out theſe memorable Words of 
n | his, in their Goſpels, viz. becauſe he deſign'd to dig- 
A nify them, with a particular Reyelation to St. Paul, 
„and by ſo doing, to keep them from paſſing, as it were 
e | In a Crowd, amongſt the common Occurrences of 
;- | His Life, and to give them a much more conſpicuous 
K place by themſelves. And, if fo, this ought yet farthet 
| 70 attract our Regard and Obedience to theſe Words, and 
. to put us upon enquiring, with the utmoſt Earneſtact; 
e | into the true meaning of them. 
0 To proceed then; By Giving here we are undoubt- 
ie | <dly to underſtand Giving, in a Religious Senſe, to pious 
of | or charitable Uſes, upon the pure Motives of the Goſpel; 
„ | and according to the Rules and Meaſures preſcribd to 
e, us, by thatand our own —__ For, beſides that this 
ut 3 2 IS, 
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is, in it ſelf, the moſt commendable way of giving, and 
conſequently the moſt ſure to be recommended, by our 
Bleſſed Lord to his Diſciples: And that it is likewiſe 
the moſt Bl:fed way of giving, or attended with moſt 
Bleſſings, and therefore the propereſt to illuſtrate to the 
utmolt the compariſon here made between giving and 
receiving; beſides all this, I ſay, it is plain from the Con- 
text it ſelf, that St. Paul underſtood theſe Words of 
our Saviour of ths way of giving. For he there uſeth 
them, as an Argument to enforce what he had been 
juſt before exhorting the Elders of the Church to, that 
labouring they ought to ſupport the weak: ver. 35. T hat 
is, that, rather than they ſhould want Means of Aſſiſt- 
ing and relieving ſuch among them, as were under bo- 
dily Straits and Infirmities, they ſhould do, as he tells 
them in the Verſe before, he himſelf had done, make 
their Hands their bodily Labour, miniſter to the Neceſſities 
of ſuch. And not, as ſome Learned Men expound 
theſe Words, that they ſhould uſe their utmoſt Dili- 
wo to ſupport Men under their Spiritual Wants and 


nfrmities: A Senſe, which will by no means agree, 


either with what goes before theſe Words, or what fol- 


lows them, whercas the afore-mention'd agrees admi- 
rably well with both. 


By Receiving, as it here ſtands in oppoſition to thi 
way of Giving, we mult neceſſarily underitand receiv- 
ing, without its relation to th way of giving: Or re- 


ceiving upon quite different Aims and Deſigns, than thus 
to give in a Religious Senſe. For otherwiſe, the oppo- 


{ition, between giving and receiving, cannot be kept up: 


Becauſe receiving in order thus to give, muſt, by way 
of Anticipation, partake of the Bleſſedneſi of thus giv- 
ing, and be, in this reſpect, pretty much one and the 
ſame thing with it, 

Laſtly, by its being more Bliſed thus to give, than 
thus to receive, am willing to underſtand al that the 
Word Bleſed, in Rus en can import. As, 
that this is more for our Profit, more for our 


more 


ononr, and 
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more for our Pleaſure; that h. in other Words, that this 
is, upon all Accounts, more Bleſſed, or Happy: There be- 
ing no Happineſs, which Men propoſe to themſel ves, but 


what will fall under one or other of the foregoing Heads. 


In order therefore to make good the Aſſertion of our 
Saviour, in the Words of my Text, as J have now ex- 
plain'd them to you, I have nothing more to do, than 
to 5 theſe Ihree things, | 

*ir(t, that it is more for our Profit, thus to give, than 
thus to receive. | 

Secondly, that it is more for our Honours and 

Laſtly, more for our Pleaſure. 

Firſt, that it is more for our Profit thus to give, than 
thus to receive. And this, I fear, will at firſt hearing, 
appear to bea very ſtrange Paradox to ſome Men: Such 
Men, I mean, as confine their Notion of Profit to this 
World only, and even here reſtrain it chiefly to get- 


ting of Mony, and increaſing their Eſtates ( as if there 


were nothing of real Value and Advantage in ths World, 
comparable to Riches, and nothing at all of Profit to be 


expected in the other) ſuch, as take al giving to be a 


| ſening of their Store, and look upon as 4ſt, whatever 
they cannot ſee the immediate Produce and Intereſt of. 
Bur ſurely even theſe Men would ſoon be of another 
Mind, if they would but give themſelves time ſeriou- 
{ly to conſider, | 

1. That, even as to Riches, Giving is a more likely 


way to ſecure to us and our Poſterity a laſting Eſtate, and 


ſuch an one as we may take trae Pleaſure in the Erj0j- 
ment of, than receiving. 

2. That there are ſeveral Advantages even in ths 
World, incomparably beyond Riches, which giving 
will procure for us, but which, on the contrary, receiving 
cannot, but will rather binder us of. i 

Laſtly, That giving will entitle us to thoſe glorious 
Rewards in another Lite, in compariſon of which the 


greateſt Profit in tha Life is of no Value: And that vccei- 


Ving Will, not only event our gaining any Title to 
g Yi, 5 * : g any hes. 
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but moreover, be a certain occaſton of our everlaſting 
Condemnation, | 
1. Thar, even as to Riches, £ 
way, to iccure to us and our Poſterity a laſting Eſtate, 
and ſuch an one as we may take true Pleaſure in the En- 
j oyment of, than receiving, I ſay, 4 laſting Eftate, and 
ſuch an one as we may take true Pleaſure in the Enjoyment of, 
Becauſe ths, tho perhaps it may not be the greateſt, yet 
will certainly be the moſt valuable Eſtate : And what 
it wants in Bulk, it will abundantly over-pay in Secu- 
ty and Enjoyment, Not but that giving is a very likely 
way to raiſe Eſtates even of the greateſt Size, by procu- 
ring for us the Love, Prayers, and Aſſiſtance of Men, and 
which is infinitely more, the Favour and Bleſſin of God, 
which are the ſureſt means, both natural and | Fran 
ral, of makidy Rich, And accordingly we very often 
find, in fact, that, as the Scripture promiſeth it ſhall 
be, the liberal Soul is made fat, and be that watereth, is wa- 
tered alſs bimſelf, Prov. 11. 25. and receiverh for his 
giving an hundied- fold, even in this preſent Life. 
But, ſuppoſing, that this may not always be the 
Caſe, but that, by continual receiving, ſcraping and a- 
maſhing Riches together, and never or very rarely gi- 


ving, an uncbaritable Man may poſſibly, arrive. at a 


much greater Eſtate, than his charitable Neighbour yet, 
what ſort of an Eſtate will this be? How ſoon will it, 
in all likelihood, wake to it [elf wings and fly away ? How 
ſurely will it be expogd, to the Curſes of the Poor, to the 
Malice of the Enwvious, tothe Injuries of the Violent, to the 
Dejigns of the Crafty, to the Hazards and Uncertainties of 
Publick Commotions and Revolutions, and which is more 
than all theſe put together, to the Blaſt of God's Diſplea- 
ſire. which very often, as it is elegantly expreſſed in the 
Book of Job, like a ſtorms burleth ſuch rich Men out of 
zbeir placer, and fo ordereth it, that tho' they beap up 
filver as the duſt, and prepare raiment as the clay , Job 27. 
13, 14. 16, 17, 21. yet, when they have prepar dit, 
the juſt ſuall put it on, and the innocent ſhall divide t be 42 : 

nſo- 


wing is a more likely 
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laſomuch that the Children Nach rich Men, very often 
have not enough left them, to ſatisfy themſelves with 
Bread? And no wonder : Since both God and Man hate 
the anmereiſul Perſon, and therefore all manner of 
Evils muſt be very likely to befal ſuch an one. And 


accordingly we find them all threatned in Seriprare, 


when the Pſalmif# propheſieth, concerning the Man 
that remembreth not to hw mercy, that bis Children ſhall 


be continually 4% ro" pou beg, that they ſhall ſeek their 


bread alſo out of deſolate places: Pfal. 109. 10, It, 12. 16, 
17. 18, 19. That the Extortioner ſhall catch al that be 
hath, and the Stranger fhall ſpoilt bu Labour: That there 
ſhall be none to extend mercy unto him, neither any to favour 
bis fatberlefs Children : But, becauſe. be delighted not in ble(- 
fing, it fholl be far from bim: Becauſe be loved curfing, it 
ſhall come unto him, even into his Bowels like water, and liks 
Oyl into his Bones: It ſhall be unto him as the garment which. 
covereth him, and for a girdle, wherewith he & girded con- 
tinually. 

Farther, allowing that the wncharitable Man's Eſtate 
may ſſibly be continued to him; yet what Pleaſure is 
he ite to have in the Enjoyment of it? It will be great 
odds, but that his continual Habit of receiving, and his 

Thirſt of receiving (till more, which will naturally in- 
creaſe as that docs, and his unwillingneſs to give to the 
Poor, will, in time, make him unwilling to give, ei- 
ther to hi, P. ends, nay or, it may be, even to him- 
felf, (for this we have often ſeen) the common Ne- 
ceſfaries, Conveniencies and Comforts of Living: And, 
if ſo, what good will his Eſtate do him? To be ſure 


the very ſame Principle, which makes him unwilling 


to give away any part of his Mony, will make him as 
unwilling to loſe any part of it likewiſe, and conſe» 
quently yery unfit to bear the common Accidents and 
Misfortues, that muſt ever attend Eſtates in th Life. 
And then his Stingineſs and Self- Love, molt neceffarily 
very much ngrrow and contract his En 72 — by hin- 

eafures, which 
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ſpring up in our Minds, from the thoughts of having 


done good to Others. Beſidęs, it will, be, very much, 


if ſuch a Man's,contigual Greedineſs. of receiving has | 


not ſometimes put him upon il ways of getting, and 
his Unwillinęneſs to give to the Poor, made him keep 
back their juſt Mages, and even grind the face of them. 
And, if ſo, Good God! how will the thoughts of his 
Injuftice and Uncheritableneſs, every now and then, haunt 
and perplex him? How ſadly will theſe embitter all 
his ſweeteſt Epzoyments?, How feartul will they make 
him, upon every little Publick Tumult and Diſtur- 
bance, leſt the Poor ſhould riſe, and demand and ſeize 
their own in this World. But above all, with what 
diſmal Horrors will they fill him of a moſt dreadful 
After reckoning in the next? So that, in truth, the an- 
charitable Man can only properly be ſaid to pefſeſs his 
Eſtate, but. by no means, in no manner of Propricty 
of Speech, to enjoy it: The Solicitude, Anxiety and 
Fear both for the Preſent and Future, which continual- 
ly accompany it, quite eat out all the Enjoyment of 

it. 
Bit ok! how vaſtly different, in all theſe reſpects, is 
the Caſe of the Charitable Man, from that of the Un- 
charitadle? How ſecurelj doth he prfſ. ſs, how freely and 
perf: Fly doth he enjoy that Eſtate, be it more or leis, 
with which God hath bleſs'd him? How doth the Love 
of all Mankind, on the one hand, and the, Providence of 
an Almighty God, on the other, guard and detend it, 
even in the moſt perilous Times, from Rapine and Vio- 
lence, from Fraud and Subtilty, from all manner of 
outward Accidents and Calamitics, and tranſmit it ſafe 
through h Time, down to his Children, and his Chil- 
dren's Children, unto many Generations ? And with what 
pleaſing Satisfaction doth this good Man look upon 

Whatever he poſſeſſeth, under this infallible Security? 

And then, how doth his Willingneſs to give ſome 
part of his Eſtate to the Poor, make him free to «ſe the 
relt of it, to the true Benefit and Comfort of nul 
| and 
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and his Friends? How indifferent will his Habit of giving 
ma ke him, to the things of th World, and conſequent- 


ly how fit to bear any Loſſes or Diſappointments in them? 
How will it enlarge his Enjoyments, by letting him in to 
be a Partaker Of all thoſe P eaſures, which his poor Bre- 


thren feel, from his Bounty? How far will it ſer him 


out of the reach of Tempe, to Covetouſneſs, In- 
juſtice, Oppreſhon, and ſuch fretting and uneaſy V ices? 
And, above all, how will it fill his Soul, with the bleſ- 
ſed Hopes of having pleasd God, and his Saviour, and a 
certain Exp:tation ot a moſt tranſcendent Rewardin Hea- 
ven, for having ſo done ? 

And who then can doubt, whether a ſmall thing that 


_ the merciful Man hath, be not better than great Riches of 


the unmerciful ? poſſeſid with much greater Security, and 
enjoy d with trucr, and infinitely greater, Pleaſure. So 
juſt is the Wile Man's Obſcrvation, Prov. 13. 7. There 


1 that maketh himſclf Rich, yet hath nothing: There is that 


maketh himſelf Poor, yet bath great Riches, Bur 
2. There are ſeveral Advantages, even in:h# World, 
incomparably beyond Riches, which giving will pro- 


cure for us, but which, on the contrary, receiving cannot, 


but will rather binder us of. Such are, the general E- 


fteem of Mankind, an Indifferency towards the things of 


thu Life, Contentedneſs, and Self-complacency in our world- 


ly Condition, Freedom from Temptation to the moſt 


odiors and dangerous Sins, Cheerfulneſs of Spirit, a Rea- 
dineſs to leave this preſent Worid, and unſpeakable Foy 
and Sati faction in the Hopes of a better, All which 1 


ſhall content my ſelf with having barely mention'd, 


becauſe 1 had ſo lately an occaſion to rake ſome notice 
of them, under my foregoing Head. And then, which 
is more then all, 

Laſtly, Giving, will entitle us to thoſe glorious Re- 
wards in another Life, in compariſon of which the grea- 
reſt Profit in ths Life is of no Value; and Receiving 
will not only prevent our gaining any Title to theſe, but 
moreover be a certain occaſion of our Everlaſting Con- 


dem- 
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demmation. Giving is the way, which our Bleſſed Lord 


himſelf hath taught us, of making to aur ſelves Friends 
the Mammon of Unright eouſneſs, that ſo when we fail, they 
may receive us into evertaſting habitations : Luke 16. 9. 
A ture way, to lay wp for our ſelves a good Foundation, a- 
gainſt the the time to come, that we may attain eternal Life ; 
1 Tim. 6. 19. even that Eternal Life and Glory, which 
have been brought to Light by the Goſpel, and with 
which all the things in this World, put together, are 
not worthy to be compared. 
But, on the contrary Receiving, without Giving, is a 
ſure way, to have all our good things in this Life, Luke 
16. 25. to be ſhut out for ever from the Kingdom of 
Heaven; and which is yet infinitely worſe, to have 
Judgment without Mercy, in the next Life. James 2. 13. 
nd may we notthen fairly ask the Uncharitable Man 

our Bleſſed Lord's Queſtion, Wheat fall it profit « Man, if 
be (hall gain the whole World, and loſe bis own Soul, or what 
ſhall a Man give incxchange for bis Soul Matth. 16. 26. 
Were there no other difference, between the Profit of gi- 
ving and the Profit of receiving, but this, this alone were 
abundantly enough to decide the Cafe, in favour of 
giving. For alas} what Profit ſhall we compare to 
the Profit, of an exceeding and eternal weight of Glory ? 
And as it is plainly more for our Profit, thus to give than 


thus to receive. ſo 


Secondly, is it much more for our Honour. For re- 
ceiving is an Argument of Emptineſs and Want, Giving, 
on the contrary, of Fulneſs and Abundance : Receiving 
of a Craving and Unſatisfy'd Mind not only Full, but 
even Running over, with Contentment and Satisfation : 
Receiving of a ſtingy Self-Love, juſtly abborr'd and deſ- 
pis'd by every body, Giving of an Heroical Love of all 
Mankind, as juſtly efteem'd and admird by all. For Re- 
cei ving we are obligd to others, by Giving we oblige 
others to us: And, to ſay all at once, by Giving we be- 
come Gods to our Brethren, by Receiving we acknow- 
Ledge them for Gods to us. For certainly, ſince the 8 
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Spirit is ſometimes pleas d to give the Appellation of God 
to Men, in Scripture, it can no where be more pro- 
perly apply'd than to the Charitable Man: ſince in no- 
thing can we better imitate, and become more truly 


like ro God than in our Charity; God, I ſay, who is 
continually Giving, gruing even all things richly io enjoy : 


1 Tim, 6. 17. but is utterly uncapable of Receiving 
any the leaſt thing. So far are thoſe, who are conti- 
nually Receiving, trom being like to God, the Supreme 
Pattern of all Glory and Perfection, that they can be 
liken'd to nothing, but the Two great Reproaches of 
our Nature, Hell and the Grave, which are never ſa- 
tisfy'd, but are continually crying out, Give, Give. 

And accordingly we find in Fact, that nothing has 
lifted up the Characters of Men ſo high, and brd 
them ſo long, in the World, as this of being Libeal 
and Beneficent to others. For this, they have been the 
Darlings of Manind, all the time they have liv'd, and 
through an Exceſs of Honour and Reſpect, even ador'd 
by them after their Deaths. For this, as the Pſalmiſt 
ſpeaks, their born has been exalted with Honour, and 
they : bemſelves have been had in everlaſting Remembrance ; 
while, in the mean time the Rich Uncharitable Man 
has made a very hard ſhift, and that too purely by the 
Dread of his Riches, to keep up a tolerable Qur-ſide 
Shew of Eſteem and Reſpect, in bis Life-time, and, at 
his Death, his Memorial has periſh'd with him: Or, 
which is yet worſe, has only ſurviv'd him, to become 
the Scorn and Obloquy of Men, and a continual Brand 
of Reproach and Infamy ta his Poſterity. 

Laſtly, The Pleaſure of Giving doth every whit ſur- 
paſs the Pleaſure of Receiving, as do the Honour and 
the Profit of it. For alas! what is the utmoſt Pleaſure, 
that a Man, who is continually Receiving, and never 
or very rarely Giving, can propoſe to himſelf by ſo dor 
ing? It is to ſatisfy his Reaſon ? Oh ! no: that knows 
nothing more juſt and equitable, than that we ſhould 
give to our Poor Brethren, as we ſhould wiſh wart 
v. Wou d 
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give to us, if we were under their Straits and Exigen- 
cies. Is it to gratify our Natural Affections? By no 
means: Ir is, on the quite contrary, to trouble our own 
fleſh, whereas the Merciſul Man doth good to bis own ſoul, 
Prov. II. 16, 17. infomuch that even the Heathen 
Moraliſts could tell us, that it is ſweeter to do good, thay to 
receive it. Is it to heap up a prodigious Eſtate, for our 
felves and our Poſterity 2 Why, even this, I have ſhewn 
you, Giving will do in a much better and more effectu- 
al manner. Is it to attract, or rather force, Reſpect 
and Honour from Men? Why theſe you have ſeen, 


will of their own accord, naturally follow Giving. 


Is it to bid their Souls, Take their eaſe, eat, drink, and be 
Acts 2. 45, 46. Oh! whoever ate their bread, 
with ſuch gladneſs and ſingleneſs of beart, as the firſt Chri- 
ſtians, when they had juſt ſold their poſſeſſions and goods, 
and parted them to all men, as they had need? Is it to ſecure 
themſelves againſt Want, and ſuch other outward Ac- 
cidents and Calamities? Sure, here, the beſt Security, 
the Love, Prayers, and Aſſiſtance of Men, and the Di- 
vine Favour and Protection, are always on the Chari- 
table Man's fide. Laſtly, Is it, which I fear is too of- 
ten the Caſe, to give themſelves the utmoſt Scope, for 
humouring and indulging themſelves in all manner of 
Senſual Enjoyments > Why, ſuppoſing that it could do 
this, yet what is there in all this ( mingled and imbit- 
rer'd, as it muſt be, with the Fears of Death, Judg- 
ment and Hell) comparable to the Satisfaction of plea- 
ſing God, and being ſecure in his Favour, and fearleſs 
of Death, Judgment and Hell, and Heirs through 
Hope, of God's Everlaſting Kingdom ? | 
And thus, I truſt, I have ſaid abundantly enough, 
to make good the Truth of our Saviour's Afſer- 
tion in my Text, that it is more Bleſſed, more Happ 
upon all Accounts, to be habitually Giving, towar 
orks of Picty and Charity, than to be continually 
Receiving, ſcraping and amaſſing up Riches together 
8 an 
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( 13 ) 
and never or very rarely thus Giving, Permit me now, 
in few Words to repreſent to you 


— N Neceſſity of our Remembring, or ha- 
a 


bitually bearing in mind, theſe Words of our Saviour, 
and I have done. Now this will appear, upon theſe 
bh 1 5 1 

- Fir pon account of the very great Importance 
of the Words themſelves, and 

Secondly, Upon account of our more than ordinary 
Proneſs to forget ſuch Words, as theſe. 

Firſt, Upon account of the very great Importance 
of the Words themſelves : Which contain in them an 
implicit Precept, and moſt powerful Motive, from the 
Mouth of our Lord himſelf, to one of the Chief and 
moſt Valuable, Duties of the whole Chriſtian Religi- 
on. For, the Giving of Alm, is ſo can be doubted by no 
one, who conſiders, how great a Streſs the Scriptures 
conſtantly lay upon this Duty, and what, more than or- 
dinary Promiſes are ther made to it. We are there 
told, that this is one ſure way of breaking off our Sins, 
Dan. 4. 27: purging our Iniquity, and making all things 
clean to us: Prov. 16. 6. That without this, the Love 

God connot dwell in ws, Luke 11. 41. we cannot be 

s Children, and true Diſciples of our Bleſſed Maſter : 

1 Jobs 3. 17. That this it 4 Sacrifice, Joh. 13. 35. with 
which God zs at all times well pleasd. Epheſ. 5. 2. An O- 
dor of a ſweat ſmell, Phil. 4. 18: 4 Sacrifice well pleaſing 
to God; Acts 10. 4 that without this, not bing will profit 
u, Jam. 2. 18. but that this will be our ſure memorial 
before God, Mat. 25. make him mindful of us, and in- 
cline him to do us good: And, above all, that it will be 
Ne of the moſt intallible Proofs, of our having a true 
hriſtian Faith in this Life, and the great Teſt, upon 
which our Everlaſting Doom will turn in the next. 
And innumerable almoſt are the Promiſes of all man- 
ner of Bleſſings, Spiritual and Temporal, made to the 
right Performance of this Duty, in Scripture: As you 
have already ſeen ia part, and as it were very eaſy 
5 8 | more 
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more fully to ſnew — were not the thing it ſelf tov 
plain, to need any urther Proof. And can we then 

Mbly be roo careful, habitually to bear in mirid theſe 
1 Words of our Saviour, directing us to a 
Duty of ſuch vaſt Moment and Conſequence to us, and 
exhorting and encouraging us to this Duty, by an Of- 
fer of the moſt ineſtimable Benefits and ae ſure 
to attend it? 

Secondly, there is another Reaſon, why we ſhould 
be more eſpecially careful to remember theſe Words of 
our Lord, and that is, our more than ordinaty Prone- 
neſs to forget ſuch Words as theſe. Such is the world- 
ly-mindedueſs of moſt Men, ſuch their immoderate 

ove of Riches, that their Minds are generally too 
much taken up with the thoughts of Receiving, arid 
have very little, if any, room left to think of Giving. 
And, however they may make a ſhift with ſuch Duties 
of Religion, as coſt them little or — ct when 
this Expenſive Duty of Alm giving is preſsd home up- 
on them, they are ſure preſently like the Rich Man in 
the Goſpel, ro grow uneaſy and ſorrowful, and to ger 
out of the way of Arguments to ſuch a diſteliſhing Du- 
ty, as faſt as ever they can. But certainly this is by no 
means, agreeable to that common Prudence, which 
they are careſul enough to manifeſt, in their worldly 
Concerns. If any thing, of more than ordinary Mo- 
ment, with relation to theſe, be in the leaſt danger of 
being forgotten by them, they think they can nevet 
make 23 of it, never take too many 
ways, to ſecure their Remembrance of it. And oh! 
22 they not much more careful to act thus in the 
Caſe before us, where they are abundantly more ſuby 
ject to Forgetfulneſs, and yer, where their Obligations 
to remember, and the Conſequences of their remem- 
bringor not remembring, are of infinitely greater Force 
and Moment, than they can be in any worldly Caſe 
whatſocver. - (37 Foy 
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And there is one, and but 1 955 way of keeping theſe Words of 
our Bleſſed Saviour conſtantly in our Remembrance, that is, conſtantly 
accuſtoming our ſelves to do the thing which theſe Words command and 
exhort us ro, If we could but once perſwade our ſelves, to be very fre- 
t and liberal in the Diſtribution of our Alms, we ſhould not then 

e afraid to look this Saying of our Bleſſed Lord's in the Face (as, I 
fear, we too often now are) but, on the contrary, we ſhould continu- 
ally be delighting to contemplate the Bleſſings, which it offers co us, If 
we could but once perſevere in well. doing long envugh to experience the 
Truth of this our Lord's Aſſertion within onr ſelves, the Feeling 
which we ſhould then have of the Truth of it, would hardly ever ſuffer 
it to be out of our Minds. And there is not, you know my Brethren, 
there is not, near ſo much Difficulty, in learning to be willing to part 
with our Money, for Works of Prety and Charity, as we are at firſt apt 
to imagine there is, Let us but break in a little upon our Love of Farthly 
things, and by degrees, draw off our AﬀeFions from them, by contrary 
Practices to thoſe, which have been formerly accuſtom'd to, and we ſhall 
ſoon find a Diſpoſition to Grve will inſenſibly grow upon us, and we ſhall, 
in a very little time, more eaſily and chearfully part with 2 Pound, 
than in the beginning, we did with a Penny, And when once we have 
advanc'd ſo far, in the way of Giving, as to have worn off our Auerſi- 
on and Unwilingneſ to it, the very next Step will be, to rake Con- 
tentment and Pleaſure in it; and whoever can happily arrive at this 
Height, to take Pleaſure in Giving, will be ſecure againſt forgetting 
to Give afterwards, if it were only for the Pleaſure's ſake. For ſure 
there are very few Pleaſures on this fide Heaven, comparable to the 
Pleaſure of Doing good to cur Brethren, and paying an acceptable piece 
of Worſhip and Service to God and our Bleſſed Saviour, at the ſame 


To you then my Brethren, who have been long accuſtom'd thus te 
give, I ſhall need to ſay very little. Let the Pleaſure which you have ſo 
often felt in Giving, plead for me, and provoke you, much more effetu- 
ally than I can, as you defire to reap - plentifully, ſtill more and 

more-abundantly of this Plea ſure, to ſow accordingly. | 
Aud let me only juſt put you in mind, as I promis'd,: of the more 
Eſpecial Obligations that lye upon Us of the Miniſtry, to Remember 
theſe Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, fo as to act according to them. 
To the end, that by ſo doing, we may become Examples to our Flocks, 
in this moſt Excellent, and in God's Sight, molt Acceptable, Grace of 
Cherity : Thar, hereby, we may convince our People, that we are nor 
Men of hit World, im moderate Lovers of the Things of it: That, by 
doing them good in bi, as well as in all other ways, we may gain their 
T, and Affaction, and, with theſe, the moſt Happy Opportunities of 
rendring our Miniftiry effectual amongſt them: And, above all, that 
hereby, we may every Day wean our ſelves more and more. from the 
Thing: of this World, grow more and more Spiritually and Heaven- 
ly 
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iy minded, and ſo both Jive and aye, moſt confer) ably to our 2 


and moſt exemplary to ot herr. 

And oh! when will theſe Words of our Bleſſed govisur Mer the Pow- 
er, which they have over us, if not now, when fo mviting a Call to 
Give, as we have before-us, offers it ſelf, in order to prove the Pow 
of them? To whom ſhall: we ever be willing to Give, if not to theſs 
who are in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, of the Houſhold of Faith. To whom, if 
not to thoſe, who are in ſo near a manner related to us, and Members, 
at it were, of the ſame Family with us. How much is it for our #wn Ho- 


nour, and, which is yet infinitely more, for the Honour of God and Re- 


ligion, that the Children of our Deceaſed Brethren of the Clergy, ſhould 
not be expos d to the many and great Temptations, ariſing from Ex. 
treme Poyerty and Want, to become Profligate, Diſſolute and Scanda- 
lows ? How-will our Care off hee, and of the Unhappy Widows of Poor 
Clergy: men, both be. agreeabls! tothe good Example, which ſome-of our 
Foreign Proteſtant Neighbourgthave ſet ue, ia th Behalf, and likewiſe fully 
anſwer ſome of the greateſt Inconventendt>.alledg'd by the Remaniffhy a- 
gainſt the Marrying of our\'Clergy ? How "likely are many of :heſe\Qhiil+ 
dren, by the Aſſiſtance of our Charity, continuing and improving that 
good Education, which they had been enter d into, and for ſome: rime, 
it may be, tram d up in, by their Fathers, to become Uſeful and E114 
nent Men in the World, an Honour to our Charity, and moſt unſpea ka · 
ble Comfort to our ſelves ? What a pity is it, that the good Seed, ſown 
in them, ſhould be quite /off, for want of a Charitable Hand to culti+ 
wvate it? What Blefld Effecte do we already ſee, trom thoſe Charities 
which have been this way beſtow'd, and what great Reaſon do theſe 
give us, to hope for ſtill much more Bleſſed ones, from the een 
Improvement of theſe Charities ? | 1 
Let us therefore, my Brethren, with the eames Cheerfulneſ dad Li- 
1 7 go on to encourage this truly Noble Charity, now before us. 
Her 'Majeſty's Royal. Bounty, to our Poor Bret hren of the Clergy; 
provs le us to ſhew our Love and good Works, to tem and theirs,' Am 
5 we of thu Dioceſe have been very Happy, in following early that good 
Example, which the Corporation at London ſets us, for the Beginning 
of this Charity, towards Clergy-men's Orphans and Widows, ſo let us 
happily perſevere to follow them, as far az ever hy are op; in all-theie 
rn of it likewiſe. 4. W On 
2 h 0; 
To tho Honione of God, the 12 bk 58. of True Ms ehe Sup - 
pore and Comfort of many, owce Happy and Flawriſhing, now mf Af-, 
fed, Families, and dur own exceeding aud Eternal Reward, M 
n er and greet Dey e nee b 
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